
 

1600 East Century Ave. Ste. 2   |   P.O. Box 2057   |   Bismarck, ND 58502 

PHONE: 701-328-5300   |   TOLL-FREE: 1-866-4DAKOTA   |   ND RELAY TTY: 1-800-366-6888   |   VOICE: 1-800-366-6889   |   ND.gov 

           May 16, 2019 

Senator Kevin Cramer 

400 Russell Senate Office Building 

2 Constitution Ave NE 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Cramer, 

I am writing to express support for your resolution to change the name of the Sullys Hill 

National Game Preserve to White Horse Hill.  As you know, Sullys Hill was named after General 

Alfred Sully, a military officer during the Civil War and Indian Wars who gained notoriety for the 

massacres he led against Native Americans. Most notable was the Dakota Conflict of 1862, 

where his troops destroyed a large village, killing hundreds. This national game preserve is 

located within the Spirit Lake Indian Reservation near the shores of North Dakota’s Devils Lake. 

As the ancestors to those who lost their lives in these conflicts, the Spirit Lake Nation leadership 

has respectfully requested this name change to reflect the locations traditional Dakota name. I 

understand that the name change requires an act of Congress and appreciate your efforts to 

resolve this long-standing concern. 

This national game preserve is a great addition to the many visitor attractions and experiences 

found in the Devils Lake area. Visitors to the area enjoy world-class fishing and watersports at 

the resorts, hotels and campgrounds scattered around the lake. Fort Totten State Historic Site 

preserves a military post that was used as a military reservation and a boarding school for Native 

American children. The site currently offers historic interpretation, a theater offering musicals 

and a privately-run bed and breakfast. Activities at Sullys Hill National Game Preserve include 

visitor center displays, outdoor classrooms and amphitheater, hiking and nature trails, auto tour 

routes and wildlife viewing, including bison, elk, deer and eagles. The center also has served as a 

classroom for fifth-graders eager to meld the outdoor environment into their curriculum. The 

tourism leadership in Devils Lake joins us in our support of this name change, as we feel it will 

better represent the rich heritage and culture of the Spirit Lake Nation and the Devils Lake area. 

Again, I appreciate your leadership and support changing the name of this important site to 

White Horse Hill National Game Preserve. 

Warm regards, 

 

Sara Otte Coleman 

Director, Tourism Division 

North Dakota Department of Commerce 


